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BACKGROUND

The Subcommittee on Prevention of Nuclear and Biological Attack will convene to study
the essential process of incorporating foreign entities in nuclear material smuggling
prevention efforts. In recent years, various United States counter smuggling programs have
been initiated that require the active participation of foreign countries. While successful, each
effort has faced some challenges.

The willingness of States to participate in these programs depends on a variety of factors.
There have been concerns raised about foreign inspection protocols, the operation of
nuclear detection equipment, and its vulnerability to tampering.

During the hearing, witnesses will testify on their respective experiences at the Department
of Homeland Security, the Department of Energy, and the Department of State in
implementing programs to counter nuclear smuggling. For each program, the subcommittee
will examine and compare the terms of the agreements reached and implementation
successes and setbacks to determine how best to encourage foreign participation.
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